ORIENTALISM IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING IN TURKEY
Orientalism has been a thorny and productive issue in humanities. Said's conception of Orientalism has allowed social scientists to develop critical perspectives towards the West. The Orient has been conceptualized as negative by the so-called West. The effect of Orientalism on Turkey can be witnessed in English language teaching departments that reinforce Orientalism. This study aims to show that the philological and linguistic Orientalism has been prevalent in Turkey. Therefore, it is an ethical responsibility to oppose the effect of Orientalism in Turkey. It is a violation of human rights to make English compulsory in Turkish education system. Therefore, linguistic human rights can be supported to make room for diversity. Turkey can develop counter-discourses against the domination of the English language in Turkey. Opposing the spread of English can be one of the first steps to deconstruct the normalizing discourses of the West.
