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Abstract

Education has been defined by Gandhi as development of body, mind and soul. Gandhi also treats man as endowed with best potentialities,which education should draw out in the domains of body and spirit. Education (Vidya) in Sanskrit is highly appreciated for it  sharpens the intelligence, makes us truthful, increases our fame and delights us. Education being a life long process, is also an unending and exciting quest fascinating and thriling that promises growth and development in  a systematic, harmonious and disciplined manner and thus it becomes inevitable to assess the opportunities and challenges in education. Simultaneously, in 21st century, we need the finer sense and sensibilities of living in mutual response to goodness,sympathy and co-operation.The education of the 21st century which is based on skills and knowledge Education is the highway  to achieve the competencies of 21st century. The present paper thus evaluates the challenges and opportunities of education and the competencies of 21st century and pave the ways for its solution.
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. It ensures excellence and ascent of humankind. Education has to be used as a powerful instrument of social,economic and political change and will. The Education Commission felt, we believe that India should strive to bring science and the values of the spirit together in harmony and thereby pave their way for the eventual emergence of a society which would cater to the needs of the whole man and not only to a particular fragment of his personality. A scientific outlook must become part of our way of life and culture.Science should be seen as a spirit that strengthens the commitment of man to free enquiry and to the quest for truth as his highest duty and obligation.’

   We known  education was a state subject but with 42nd Amendment in the Constitution which received President’s assent on December 18,1976,it was put on the Concurrent List.The amendment was suggested by a  Committee headed by S.Swaran Singh appointed by the Congress Party.The Committee said, Agriculture  and education are subjects of prime importance to country’s rapid progress towards achieving desired socioeconomic changes.The need to evolve all India policies in relation to these two subjects cannot be over-emphasized.

