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	ABSTRACT 

Kefir is a mixed fermented product with numerous attributed health benefits due to its complex bacteria and yeast content. This study aimed to isolate and identify yeast strains from three different traditional kefir grains and to establish some potential probiotic traits: growth at human body temperature, tolerance to simulated human gastric juice, hydrophobicity, autoaggregation, antibiotic, and bile salt deconjugation. Currently, an isolate of Kluyveromyces marxianus was isolated and identified by sequencing the B1(S3), ITS1 and ITS2 rRNA gene. B1(S3) has been shown to have most of the probiotic properties. In the future and with new projects, the isolate will be further characterized and the number of the probiotic candidates will be increased. 
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